PROPOSAL TO ABOLITION NOW!

CAMPAIGN TO PHASE OUT NUCLEAR POWER AND ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AGENCY

Campaign Background:


We are at a critical moment in the work we have been doing together for nuclear abolition.  The recent failures of the Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference, the Millennium Summit and the General Assembly to meaningfully address issues of nuclear disarmament and nuclear proliferation, should serve as a wake up call to nations that we cannot continue “business as usual”.  The drums of war are beating once again as the United States seeks to deny Iran its “inalienable right” under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to pursue so-called “peaceful” nuclear technology.  We have seen nuclear weapons used as an excuse to wage a brutal war in Iraq.   North Korea has withdrawn from the NPT and is now believed to have its own nuclear weapons, developed from “peaceful” nuclear technology.  New deals, driven by corporate interests salivating at the prospects of a civil nuclear revival,  would welcome India into the nuclear club by sharing “peaceful” nuclear technology, despite the fact that only countries who signed the NPT and foreswore nuclear weapons were given that “inalienable right”.  The NPT which enshrines the obligation of the nuclear weapons states to get rid of their nuclear arsenals is badly tattered, as outdated 20th Century patriarchal thinking attempts to square the circle by laying out Rube Goldberg-like mechanisms to “control” the nuclear fuel cycle, foolishly believing that it is still possible to reconcile “peaceful” nuclear technology with the bomb.  

Indeed, the recent Blix Commission Report on Weapons of Mass Destruction, while properly calling to account the totally unacceptable behavior of the nuclear weapons states in clinging to and improving their nuclear arsenals, to the detriment of any possibility of stopping ever more nations from acquiring nuclear weapons, falls into the same illogical trap when it proposes numerous hare-brained schemes for controlling the fuel cycle, which are patently unsafe, proliferation-prone, environmentally toxic, and lethal to the planet.  Nowhere in its report does the Blix Commission, in its left-brained, abstract, dead-end approach to nuclear disarmament, acknowledge the suffering and harm to humanity and our very biosphere, in the 60 years beyond Hiroshima and Nagasaki, when the nuclear weapons establishment and nuclear power industry continuously waged another form of nuclear war upon our planet, wreaking environmental havoc, cancer, birth defects, and genetic mutations upon people, animals, and plants, across the globe.  We are all downwinders.

Abolition 2000 recognized in 1995, in its founding statement, the toxic legacy of the nuclear age and the “inextricable link between nuclear weapons and nuclear power”.  We called for the establishment of an International Sustainable Energy Agency.  

A secure and livable world for our children and grandchildren and all future generations requires that we achieve a world free of nuclear weapons and redress the environmental degradation and human suffering that is the legacy of fifty years of nuclear weapons testing and production.


Further, the inextricable link between the "peaceful" and warlike uses of nuclear technologies and the threat to future generations inherent in creation and use of long-lived radioactive materials must be recognized. We must move toward reliance on clean, safe, renewable forms of energy production that do not provide the materials for weapons of mass destruction and do not poison the environment for thousands of centuries. The true "inalienable" right is not to nuclear energy, but to life, liberty and security of person in a world free of nuclear weapons.  (http://www.abolition2000.org/site/c.cdJIKKNpFqG/b.1316717/k.8870/The_Abolition_2000_Statement__English.htm)

Accelerating incidences of catastrophic extreme weather—tsunamis, hurricanes, drought, the melting of the polar ice caps—underline the urgency of heeding the scientific consensus that we are endangering our very survival on the planet through the continued use of carbon based fuels.  This crisis moment offers our nuclear abolition network an opportunity to ally with the thousands of NGOs working to avoid the destruction of the planet by global warming.  At the 2006 Commission for Sustainable Development meeting, these NGOs also took a strong stand against nuclear power as a solution to global warming.  Civil society understands its lethal legacy.  The time to establish an International Sustainable Energy Agency to ensure a sustainable energy future, without reliance on nuclear, fossil and industrial biomass fuels is now.

Campaign Goals and Objectives:


The Sustainable Energy Working Group of Abolition 2000 proposes that we develop a global Campaign to phase out nuclear power and establish an International Sustainable Energy Agency. The ISEA would render Article IV of the NPT inoperative just as the CTBT has rendered Article V, granting the right to “peaceful nuclear explosions”, defunct.  The establishment of ISEA should be a protocol to the Nuclear Weapons Convention.  The IAEA would be stripped of its inherently conflicted and industry-dominated mandate to promote the commercial use of “peaceful” nuclear power, and would be responsible for verifying and monitoring nuclear disarmament. 

Campaign Strategy:
Phase I – Identifying partnerships and developing UN Strategy

· Developing broader coalition – August 2 meeting in NYC to organize lobbying efforts

· Revitalize Abolition 2000 NY and Abolition 2000 Sustainable Energy Working Group

· Support the Greenpeace Petition of former European Environmental Ministers to limit the IAEA role solely to verification and monitoring of nuclear disarmament http://www.greenpeace.org/international/press/releases/former-environmental-ministers
· Research government statements, positions and activity on sustainable energy and nuclear power

· Develop outreach materials: action alerts, clear and simple fact sheets and brochure

· Translate one-page facts sheet on the ISEA into different languages

· Redesign and Update the Abolition 2000 Sustainable Energy Working Group webpage

Phase II – Mobilizing the grassroots to lobby UN Missions, Governments and UN Agencies

· Investigate best approach to move the ISEA through the UN System 

· Lobby governments to introduce the ISEA into Commission on Sustainable Development ( ECOSOC or the General Assembly as an official UN document with a supporting resolution to follow.  

Country priority list: Norway, Aotearoa/New Zealand, Germany, Denmark, Iceland, Costa Rica, Sweden, Ireland, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Spain, Portugal, Austria 

· Meet with relevant UN Agencies and identify key people: UNEP, UNDP, and WHO

· Reach out to and mobilize Abolition 2000 groups to engage in lobbying efforts and actions in support of the Agency

· Outreach at the upcoming CSD policy session, G-8, Climate Crisis Coalition, and other environmental groups, indigenous networks, environmental justice organizations

Resources:

· Abolition 2000 Sustainable Energy Working Group, convened by GRACE Policy Institute

· Monika Szymurska, GRACE Policy Institute, former coordinator of Abolition 2000

· Networks of NGOs Working through the Commission on Sustainable Development

· Abolition 2000 NY Metro groups interested in lobbying efforts, including WILPF, PSR NYC

· Model Statute for Proposed ISEA, available at http://www.gracelinks.org/energy/docs/ISEA1.pdf 

· A Sustainable Energy Future is Possible Now (GRACE Policy Institute)

· Oxford Research Group Report Global Responses to Global Threats: Sustainable Security for the 21st Century http://www.oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk/publications/briefings/globalthreats.htm
· Helen Caldicott’s new book: Nuclear Power is Not the Solution
Timeline:

2006:
· Promote the phase-out of nuclear power and ISEA at the G-8 summit in St. Petersburg, July 14-15, 2006

· Lobby governments during the UN General Assembly, NYC in September/December 

· Monitor IAEA Board of Governors Meetings – September

· Caldicott book tour, starts September 2006

2007:
· CSD Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting in NYC - February 26 – March 1

· Commission on Sustainable Development – Policy Session, April 20 – May 11, 2007 in NYC

      April/May – NPT PrepComm; Geneva or Vienna; will be decided at the GA in September

· Focus on the Chernobyl Anniversary to promote sustainable energy and the phase out of nuclear power, April 26

· NPT Vienna or Geneva, May 2007

· Promote sustainable energy, ISEA and the phase out of nuclear power and weapons at the G8 Summit in Germany, June

