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Introduction: 
 

Basel Peace Office is a coalition of four Swiss organizations and four international organizations working for the peace 
and security of a nuclear-weapons-free world.  
 

Basel Peace Office is conveniently located in Switzerland (a non-nuclear country which hosts the Geneva office of the 
United Nations), on the border with France (a nuclear weapon State) and Germany a nuclear ally. Basel Peace Office has 
strong engagement at the UN, and also with governments, legislators and civil society representatives from both non-
nuclear countries and those reliant on nuclear weapons. Our primary approach is to develop common security 
approaches to reduce the risk of nuclear war, end the reliance on nuclear deterrence and achieve nuclear disarmament.  
 

We are a member of the EU Non-proliferation and Disarmament Consortium, serve as the European Office of 
Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (PNND), represent Basel City in Mayors for Peace, and 
have programs on a range of topics including the Climate-Peace-Disarmament Nexus, Nuclear-weapon-free zones, Sports 
and Peace, Nuclear weapons and climate change in the UN Human Rights Bodies, Inter-faith engagement in nuclear 
abolition, Youth engagement and Nuclear weapons budgets/divestment.  
 
In this short report we will cover just three programs – the PACEY Award, Annual Intergenerational Dialogue on Peace, 
Nuclear Abolition and Climate Change and Human Rights and Nuclear Weapons.  You can read about all of the 
programs in the Basel Peace Office Director’s Report 2024. 

 

1. PACEY Award 

 
 

The Peace, nuclear Abolition and Climate Engaged Youth (PACEY) Award provides three annual prizes of €5000 each for 
youth projects, plus organizational support to assist in the successful implementation of the projects. Normally we 
receive 100-120 nominated projects each year. The jury selects nine finalists from these. And the winners are chosen by 
secret ballot of participants at the annual PACEY Award ceremony, after they have heard presentations from the finalists. 
The award ceremony is held in conjunction with the annual Basel Peace Forum.  
 

Some of the previous winners have achieved a lot after receiving the award. World’s Youth for Climate Justice, for 
example, has succeeded in their campaign to get the issue of climate change heard in the International Court of Justice, 
the world’s highest court. The case is currently pending.  
 
Winners for 2025 were: 
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PACEY Award 2025 winners 
The winners of the 2025 PACEY Award are:  

• The Bertha von Suttner Peace Prize and Program for Youth, an initiative organized by the Peace Institute for 
Progress (Georgia) to advance the potential of youth to drive meaningful change for peace in society. It is 
named after Bertha von Suttner, the first woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. Bertha lived for nine years 
in Georgia hosted by Princess Ekaterina Dadiani. Located on the southern border of Russia, but with strong 
connections to Europe, places Georgia in a very difficult political situation. This project supports youth who 
are engaging in initiatives for peace, democracy and human rights in such a turbulent political environment. 
 

• 1.5 Degrees of Peace, a character-driven feature documentary produced by Kasha Slavner, following the 
stories of four young activists, in regions impacted by the interconnected forces driving climate change: 
militarization, conflicts, and systemic violence. The film contrasts our protagonists in their struggle for 
environmental justice, disarmament, and demilitarization, with the revolutionary love, community, and 
visionary solutions that exist within these movements. 
 

• Africa Youth Vanguard for Peace and Climate Action, a youth-led initiative under the Upcoming African Youth 
Organization that empowers African youth to tackle global challenges through innovative, community-driven 
solutions. The project will engage young people in nuclear disarmament through workshops, digital 
campaigns, and collaborations with global organizations, highlighting the humanitarian and environmental 
consequences of nuclear weapons while fostering a culture of peace. 

 

2. Intergenerational Dialogue on Peace, Nuclear Abolition and Climate Change 
The Basel Intergenerational Dialogue on Peace, Nuclear Disarmament and Climate Change brings together 
policymakers, youth activists, and professionals to discuss these issues and some international initiatives that provide 
solutions and pathways to a sustainable future. The event is held in conjunction with the annual Basel Peace Forum. 
For more information see 2025 Basel Intergenerational Dialogue on Peace, Climate and Disarmament.  

 

3. Nuclear weapons and Human Rights 
On October 30, 2018, the UN Human Rights Committee (HRC) adopted a new General comment No. 36 (2018) on 
article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), on the right to life, which concludes that 
the threat or use of nuclear weapons is incompatible with the Right to Life and may amount to a crime under 
international law. In addition the HRC affirmed that States parties to the ICCPR, which includes almost all countries in 
the world, must refrain from developing, producing, testing, acquiring, stockpiling, selling, transferring and using 
nuclear weapons, as well as take action to destroy existing stockpiles, pursue negotiations to achieve global nuclear 
disarmament, and provide adequate reparation to victims of nuclear weapons testing or use. 
 
Following the adoption of General Comment 36, Basel Peace Office and our partners have made submissions on 
nuclear weapons policies of nuclear armed and allied states that have come up for review in the Human Rights 
Council and other UN treaty bodies. In 2025, our main submission was on the nuclear weapons policies and practices 
of Belarus. See Belarus should revive its nuclear-weapon-free status, NGOs urge at the Human Rights Council.  
 
We have also organized a number of events on nuclear weapons and human rights in Geneva, the most recent of 
which was on March 27, 2025 at the United Nations. See Human Rights and Nuclear Disarmament.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1.5 degrees of Peace, a new 
documentary by Kasha Slavner, is 
one of the winning youth projects 
for the PACEY 2025 Award. The 
documentary will be previewed at 
the Good Future Forum in Basel in 
August 2025, and completed for 
release in early 2026.   
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