
PROPOSAL: Submitted by Aaron Tovish 

 

Establishment of an Abolition 2000 Working Group to Formulate a Long-

Term Strategy for Achievement of a Nuclear Weapon Free World (NWFW) 

 

How can the next 20 years be effectively used to rid the world of nuclear 

weapons?  What objectives need to be achieved to clear the way for success by 

2045, the 100th anniversary of the Nuclear Age?  

  

One interim objective is abundantly clear: the continued non-use of nuclear 

weapons since 9 August 1945.  Any use of nuclear weapons carries with it a high 

risk of rapid escalation to all out nuclear war.  Even if that consequence were 

avoided, a breakdown of the nonproliferation regime would be virtually 

unavoidable.  Either way, the prospect of a NWFW would be indefinitely 

postponed. 

 

A complementary objective: an end to all policies, preparations, rehearsals, and 

threats to violate this use-taboo.  Nuclear threats are made as much for political 

gain as for deterrence (since the threats, while scary. generally lack 

credibility).  Threat escalation increases the risk of inadvertent nuclear use, while 

an end to threat-making would open the way to more, significant risk reduction 

measures. 

 

Thus a possible 2035 interim objective could be the universal, legally-binding, 

prohibition on the use of nuclear weapons, similar to the Geneva Protocols of 1926 

which prohibited the use of chemical and biological weapons, and provided a 

foundation for later agreement on the abolition of those weapons under the 

Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological Weapons Convention.  

 

The aim of achieving this strategy would be announced on August 10th (so as not 

to interfere with other Hiroshima/Nagasaki events). The public release of the 

strategy would occur at the 11th NPT RevCon next year.   

 

The time between announcement of intention and public release of the strategy 

would be used to consult widely with government diplomats and NGOs.  To 

structure those consultations, an open-letter would soon be circulated for signature 

and endorsement by individuals and NGOs and serve as a common point of 

reference in discussion with diplomats. 



The strategy would seek to cultivate a synergy between the activities of non-

nuclear-weapon states and NGO in the nuclear-weapon states and their nuclear 

allies.  NGO in the NNWSs would have a coordinating role. 

 

The working group should meet remotely at least once a month.  I (Aaron Tovish) 

am willing to convene the discussions, but I will need the assistance of a note-taker 

and an e-tech. 

 


