Abolition 2000 report from Global Network Against Weapons and
Nuclear Power in Space

Over the last year we have continued to raise the issues of the continuing
militarisation of space. We continue to operate on a global basis with our board of
directors consisting of 11 people from 4 different countries, and our advisory board
composed of 19 people from 8 countries (see www.space4peace.org). We have
posted monthly campaigning and information videos covering subjects from the
protest against the DARC radar in Wales to Japan Joining U.S. War Preparations
Against China. Check out the GN'’s YouTube channel at ‘GNspace4peace’. If you
click on the ‘Subscribe’ button you’ll get a notice each time a new video is posted
there.

Over the last year. militarisation of space has continued at a pace. Low Earth Orbit is
becoming seriously overcrowded. 2,849 satellites were launched in 2024, 2,263 by
the United States. Many of these will be for military or joint commercial/military
purposes. Amidst Washington’s demand for control of Greenland, Canada, Panama
Canal, Suez Canal, Ukraine’s resources, and a land grab in Palestine, satellites are
continuing to play central roles in the war in Ukraine, the Gaza genocide and the
bombing of Iran.

Whether it is photoreconnaissance, communications or intelligence information for
battle management and drone guidance and targeting, wars cannot be fought these
days without significant support from space systems, and the aim of the U.S. Space
Force is to ensure that it controls outer space. Their March 2025 publication ‘Space
Warfighting: A Framework for Planners’, outlines how it sees “space superiority as a
necessary condition for Joint Forces success.” Space superiority is defined as
having a “degree of control that allows forces to operate at a time and place of their
choosing without prohibitive interference from space or counterspace threats, while
also denying the same to an adversary.” The document lays out plans for how
satellites will be defended and describes how space superiority will be gained and
maintained. Space is seen as another battleground and the various orbital regions
must be controlled and their use denied to others.

These concepts are not new they were also stated in the 1997 US Space
Command’s ‘Vision for 2020’°. But now the vision is being implemented with plans for
offensive and defensive actions.

Satellites are relatively easy targets and if, for whatever reason, the use of key
satellites is lost, a quick response may require satellites to be replaced, or existing
coverage enhanced. This could mean launching satellites at short notice, moving
already deployed space objects to reinforce damaged systems, or buying data/
resources from commercial companies during a crisis. The Space Force goal is for
satellites to be placed into orbit with just 24 hours’ notice.

More countries are becoming involved with some 75 countries now having space
programs, some of whom are also building spaceports in order to cash in on what
has been predicted to be a trillion-dollar business in within the next 10 years.

Space Force is continuing to look to commercial companies for future technological
developments and will also find the growing number of spaceports around the world
useful — providing options for launching commercial/military satellites. Ground
stations such as radars, antennas, launch sites and command centres, will all be
targets in any major conflict.



When Donald Trump announced plans for a “Golden Dome” missile defense system
in May we launched a statement in opposition highlighting the overwhelming cost; its
technical impossibility; the space arms race triggered by space-based interceptors;
its environmental impact and role in a nuclear first strike. In short, Golden Dome is a
massive, dangerous, and futile vanity project, cloaked in patriotism but driven by
profit, politics, and illusion. As Bill Astore has said in our lates newsletter (Space Alert
46 — available from our website — spaced4peace.org): “what Golden Dome is and will
be is a boondoggle to the military-industrial complex, especially those corporations
that will build the sensors, the software, the missile sites, and everything else
associated with this massive project”. We have gathered 180 signatories in support
so far, you can find the full statement of opposition here https://space4peace.org/
global-network-statement-on-golden-dome/ where you can also see how to add your
signature.

The idea of a Global Dome is being encouraged by the apparent success of Israel’s
Iron Dome system. However, it is not clear that the Israeli system is as successful as
we are being told, nevertheless, the UK is now also pursuing its own missile defence
shield and so are several European countries, led by Germany so there is still much
to do.

Protest against the genocide in Palestine have continued but, in many countries
(including Germany, the US and the UK), free speech and the right to protest is
being denied and is even being made illegal.

However, we will continue to keep challenging and protesting at the human and
environmental waste produced by wars and military spending. We will continue to
inform of the dangers of the militarisation of space, of the falsehoods that
accompany technological promises from companies that care about nothing but
profit.

We will continue to work with others in a global network of people concerned about
space militarisation and related issues.

Best wishes

Dave Webb
Convenor, Global Network.



