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At the 8th Mayors for Peace Conference which was held in Granollers, 

Spain in 2013, the representatives of Executive cities Frogn, Hannover, 

Biograd ma Moru, Manchester and Granollers started with the proposal 

of creating a European Mayors for Peace branch which would work with 

the Hiroshima Secretariat of Mayors for Peace but try to organize events 

in Europe as a European Chapter. It was only at the Executive and 

General Conference of Mayors for Peace in Nagasaki in August 2017 that in order 

to promote a Mayors for Peace action agenda for Europe and to underpin the role of local 

governments in building more peaceful societies, European member-local governments 

regrouped and decided to establish a European Chapter of Mayors for Peace. It was agreed 

to develop a new core strand of the organization to develop safe, peaceful and resilient 

cities, and to create a structure akin to a European Chapter and the representative cities of 

such chapters were to hold monthly meetings to bring together European local authorities 

to promote peace and disarmament, and, in particular, the abolition on nuclear weapons.  

The European Chapter has been operational since 2019. The aim is to strengthen the role of 

European cities. Financial assistance was offered by the city of Barcelona in opening an office 

of the technical secretariat in Granollers with an administrator to organize the meetings and 

assist in the organization of various events and webinars. Lead cities would thus work more 

closely together. The chapters are the German Chapter with Hannover as lead city, the 

Belgian Chapter lead by Ypres, the French Chapter by Grigny/Malkoff, the Italian Chapter by 

Cervia, the Spanish Chapter by Granollers as chair of the European Chapter, the UK and 

Northern Ireland by Manchester, Vice Chair and the Croatian Chapter lead by Biograd na 

Moru.  

The European Chapter works closely with the United Cities Local Government (UCLG) 

organization and ICAN.  

The various activities are as follows. 

European local governments take part in the EU Chapter social media campaign “Peace 

Starts Here” on September 22, 2022 

Cities as Spaces of Coexistence and Peace Campaign 

The municipal movement, and in particular the European executive cities of Mayors for 

Peace, are strongly committed to the attainment of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, the New Urban Agenda and the building of cities for coexistence and peace. 

Atomic Bomb Survivor Tree Program 

The Mayors for Peace Secretariat distributed gingko and other tree seeds from A-bomb 

survivor trees to members across the world. Many European members of Mayors for Peace 

have such ginkgo trees, which they have nurtured and grown from seeds. The trees have 

been planted in various executive cities in Europe.  

https://www.mayorsforpeace.eu/european-local-governments-take-part-in-our-social-media-campaign-peace-starts-here/
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Basel Peace Forum 

Every year the City of Basel, as part of its Mayors for Peace program, hosts the Basel Peace 

Forum, an international event with more than 50 speakers and 400 participants from Europe 

and around the world. Thomas Hermann, Deputy-Mayor of Hannover and Executive Member 

City of Mayors for Peace, spoke at an intergenerational panel  in the 2025 Basel Peace 

Forum on behalf of Mayors for Peace Europe.   

PACEY Youth Award 

Another aspect of the Basel City Mayors for Peace program is the annual Peace, nuclear 

Abolition and Climate Engaged Youth (PACEY) Award, which provides three prizes of 5000 

Euro each to youth projects on these issues. Over 120 youth projects were nominated for 

the 2025 PACEY Award. The 3 winners will present their projects at The Good Future Forum 

in Basel on August 18.  

Protecting Civilians from Explosive Weapons webinar was held on Sept. 29, 2023 

Peace and Youth projects organized by Malakoff, France and linked to the Olympic Games 

held in Paris in 2024 

Vitry-sur-Seine hosted an International Peace Conference, alongside the passage of the 

Olympic flame on July 26, 2024. 

MfP Europe commemorated the 80th anniversary of the massacre of Oradur-sur-Glane 

and participates in the 5th Conference of Cities of Remembrance on July 26, 2024. 

Peace and Education Webinar held by the EU Chapter on February 21, 2025 

The European project “Granollers, Ypres, and Dunkirk: Leading Young People Towards 

Democracy” held on February 28, 2025 

Three member cities of Mayors for Peace - Granollers, Ypres and Dunkirk- joined forces in 

order to bring together 30 young people, aged 18 to 21. Through workshops and 

international exchanges, the youth addressed critical issues such as political polarization or 

the rise of fascism in Europe. 

Evora, Portugal joined the European Chapter in 2024.  

Évora organized and hosted the International Conference ‘What about Peace?’ and the 

Mayors for Peace Youth Meeting from May 20th to 21st and the Mayors for Peace Youth 

Meeting focused on the role of culture, arts, and education in fostering peace.  

Youth from Ypres, Dunkirk, and Granollers reflect on democracy through historical 

memory in Granollers held from May 28th to June 3rd and an international meeting from 

May 28 to June 3 was hosted in Granollers as part of the Erasmus+ project “Granollers, Ieper 

and Dunkerque: Guiding Young People Towards Democracy”, with the participation of young 

people from Ypres (Belgium) and Dunkirk (France), along with eight local youths from 

Granollers and the surrounding area, aged between 18 and 21. 

Contact: Jasminka Bajlo, Biograd na Moru (Croatia);  jasminka.bajlo@gmail.com 
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