Abolition 2000 AGM 2025

Mayors for Peace, founded in 1982 by the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, is working for a

world without nuclear weapons, safe and resilient cities, and a culture of peace in which peace is
a priority for every individual. As of July 1, 2025, Mayors for Peace membership has reached
8,497 cities in 166 countries and territories.

Since the last Abolition 2000 AGM, Mayors for Peace delegations, led by Mayor Kazumi Matsui
of Hiroshima and Mayor Shiro Suzuki of Nagasaki, have taken part in the 2" and 3™ PrepComs
for the 11" Review Conference of the NPT, in Geneva and New York. The Mayors for Peace
delegation to the 3" Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW in New York was led by Mayors for
Peace Vice-President Belit Onay, of Hanover, Germany. During these meetings, Mayors for
Peace held exhibits documenting the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Mayors Matsui,
Suzuki, and Onay made official presentations, and the Mayors for Peace delegation met with UN
and government officials. Mayors for Peace also hosted side events featuring the voices of
international youth. During the 3™ Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW, Mayors for Peace co-
sponsored a major side event with the Back From the Brink Campaign, hosted by the Austrian
Permanent Mission to the UN, “The Role of Cities in Promoting Nuclear Disarmament.”

A Mayors for Peace Atomic Bomb Poster Exhibition is available to Mayors for Peace member
cities as well as an opportunity to receive and nurture seeds from atomic bomb survivor trees
(hibaku). To provide opportunities for young people to think about the importance of peace and
to foster their peace-seeking spirit, Mayors for Peace holds an annual Children’s Art Competition
“Peaceful Towns.” The artwork that wins the Mayors for Peace President’s Award is printed on
clear folders, which Mayors for Peace distributes to promote the importance of peace education.
The 2025 Mayors for Peace Children’s Art Competition is now open for submissions.

In the United States, the prestigious U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM), the nonpartisan
association of 1,408 American cities with populations over 30,000, has adopted bold resolutions
submitted by U.S. members of Mayors for Peace for 20 consecutive years. The Mayors for Peace
resolution adopted by the 2025 USCM Annual Meeting on June 22 is titled, “Urging the United
States to Lead the World Back From the Brink of Nuclear War and Halt and Reverse the Nuclear
Arms Race.” Resolutions adopted at its Annual Meetings become USCM official policy that
guides the organization’s advocacy efforts for the coming year.

On June 27, Mayors for Peace issued a Joint Appeal in response to the ongoing Russian invasion
of Ukraine and the worsening situation in the Middle East involving the conflict between Israel
and Palestine and recent military confrontation between Israel and Iran, declaring: “These
regions continue to suffer the devastation of war, claiming countless lives, including those of
citizens. Such tit-for-tat attacks and their escalation have significantly increased the risk of
catastrophic consequences for civilians, entire regions, and the world at large.... Mayors for
Peace, a global network of local government leaders committed to protecting the safety and
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security of their citizens, strongly demands that international disputes be resolved by diplomatic
efforts through dialogue so that peace can prevail in our daily lives.”

Help Mayors for Peace reach its goal of 10,000 members! Find out if your mayor is a member.
Recruitment materials including a letter of invitation from Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi, Matsui,
the President of Mayors for Peace, information about how to register, and examples of member
cities activities is available here — in many languages. A Mayors for Peace Action Toolkit for
activists in the U.S. is also available.

Contact: Jackie Cabasso, Mayors for Peace Executive Advisor (North American Coordinator)
wslf@earthlink.net
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