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Map of regional and single-state nuclear-weapon-free zones 

Introduction 
The Nuclear Weapon Free Zones (NWFZ) Working Group was established by Abolition 2000 to 
support and strengthen existing regional NWFZs and to promote the establishment of additional 
NWFZs including in the Arctic, Europe, Middle East and North-East Asia.  

In recent years, Abolition 2000 work on the proposal for a North-East Asia NWFZ has been led by 
Coalition 3+3, which advances the 3+3 model for such a zone, developed by Peace Depot. 
Abolition 2000 work on a Middle East Zone Free from Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of 
Mass Destruction is now led by the Middle East Treaty Organization, which will be reporting 
separately. Our work on the proposed Arctic NWFZ is led by the Canadian Pugwash Group through 
the Arctic Security (Arctic NWFZ) portal and discussion group. Our work on a proposed European 
NWFZ is being led by the Basel Peace Office. And our work on single-state NWFZs and 
strengthening NWFZs globally is being led by Blue Banner (Mongolia).  
  

Arctic NWFZ 
The Arctic region is warming four times faster than other regions, with retreating ice cover and 
increasing commercial and military activity. During the past year, the Arctic NWFZ portal published 
a number of papers on Arctic security including the proposal for a NWFZ and/or other 
recommendations for military restraint and building cooperation instead of competition in the 
region. See, for example, Regehr: Strategic Nuclear Patrols and an Arctic Military Code of Conduct, 
and Buckley: Destabilization of the Arctic.  

 

https://www.3plus3.org/
https://www.wmd-free.me/
https://www.interactioncouncil.org/publications/proposal-arctic-nuclear-weapon-free-zone
https://pugwashgroup.ca/arctic-security/
https://baselpeaceoffice.org/article/central-europe
https://baselpeaceoffice.org/article/central-europe
https://gppacnea.org/ngo-blue-banner/
https://pugwashgroup.ca/arcticsecurity/regehr-strategic-nuclear-patrols-and-an-arctic-military-code-of-conduct/
https://pugwashgroup.ca/arcticsecurity/buckley-destabilization-of-the-arctic/


European NWFZ 
Basel Peace Office and partners have been promoting the proposal of a European NWFZ in 
submissions to the UN Human Rights Council for the Universal Periodic Review of the human rights 
obligations of European countries. Last year this included a submission on Nuclear weapons 
policies and practices of Belarus with respect to international human rights law, which called on 
Belarus to reinstate its constitutional status as a nuclear-weapon-free country, return the nuclear 
weapons deployed in its territory to Russia, and revive its earlier proposal for the establishment 
of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central and Eastern Europe. 

NE Asia NWFZ 
The Coalition for 3+3 (C3+3), launched on July 7, 2021, by the World Federalist Movement-Institute 
for Global Policy (WFM-IGP), is dedicated to establishing a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free 
Zone (NEA-NWFZ). Hosted at https://www.3plus3.org, C3+3 proposes a treaty among South Korea 
(ROK), Japan, and North Korea (DPRK), with Negative Security Assurances (NSAs) from the United 
States, China, and Russia, ensuring no nuclear threats or attacks against the region. Grounded in 
the UN General Assembly’s 1975 NWFZ definition, the "3+3" framework promotes cooperative 
security to denuclearize Northeast Asia, where the Korean Peninsula’s 38th parallel symbolizes a 
new Cold War and persistent nuclear risks driven by DPRK’s nuclear program and regional 
geopolitical tensions. 

Modeled on WFM-IGP’s successful Coalition for the International Criminal Court, C3+3 mobilizes 
civil society, parliamentarians, and governments to foster political will for the NEA-NWFZ. It 
critiques Japan’s reliance on the U.S. nuclear umbrella, which perpetuates a fragile balance-of-
power dynamic, and emphasizes the need for a cooperative security model to mitigate the risk of 
nuclear escalation and achieve lasting regional stability. C3+3 aims to align the NEA-NWFZ with all 
existing NWFZs: Tlatelolco (1967, Latin America and the Caribbean), Rarotonga (1985, South 
Pacific), Bangkok (1995, Southeast Asia), Pelindaba (1996, Africa), Semipalatinsk (2006, Central 
Asia), and Mongolia’s single-state NWFZ (1998). This integration strengthens global non-
proliferation efforts and seeks to inspire similar zones, such as in the Middle East, fostering a 
broader disarmament movement. 

C3+3’s parliamentary arm, P3+3, drives engagement through key events. The August 2022 
Nagasaki inauguration united nine ROK and Japanese MPs, fostering bipartisan cooperation 
despite historical tensions. The May 2023 Seoul Conference, attended by former PMs Lee Haechan 
and Hatoyama Yukio (via video), presented a model NEA-NWFZ treaty, with Dr. Morton Halperin 
emphasizing its importance. The September 2023 DC Meeting, hosted by Senator Edward Markey, 
featured Halperin’s keynote, a roundtable with Japanese MPs (Haraguchi, Kondo, Abe, Kushibuchi), 
and announcements of an Open Letter to President Biden and a planned 2024 China visit. A July 
2024 NPT side event in Geneva advanced global advocacy. Despite Japan’s reluctance to ratify the 
UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, a global NWFZ framework, C3+3’s diplomatic 
efforts, model treaty, and parliamentary initiatives unite stakeholders, overcome political inertia, 
and aim to establish a nuclear-free Northeast Asia, delivering enduring regional and global peace. 

Single-State and Global  
One of the activities over the past year was the publication by  
InDepth News of an article by Dr Enkhsaikhan Jargalsaikhan, 
Chair of Blue Banner, of From A National Initiative to A  
Non-Discriminatory Concept of NWFZs.  
 

 

https://www.unfoldzero.org/wp-content/uploads/Submission-to-the-Human-Rights-Council-regarding-Belarus-nuclear-weapons-policies-final.pdf
https://www.unfoldzero.org/wp-content/uploads/Submission-to-the-Human-Rights-Council-regarding-Belarus-nuclear-weapons-policies-final.pdf
https://indepthnews.net/from-a-national-initiative-to-a-non-discriminatory-concept-of-nwfzs/
https://indepthnews.net/from-a-national-initiative-to-a-non-discriminatory-concept-of-nwfzs/

