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Introduction: 
The Abolition 2000 Working Group on Nuclear Risk Reduction promotes measures to reduce the risks 
of nuclear weapons being used and to lower the role of nuclear weapons in security doctrines. These 
include de-alerting, eliminating launch on warning, lowering threat postures and adopting policies of 
no-first-use and/or sole purpose. These actions are important not only to de-escalate conflicts and 
prevent nuclear war, but also to contribute to the global prohibition and elimination of nuclear 
weapons. 

In 2022, the working group co-founded NoFirstUse Global a platform and a network of organizations, 
academics, policy makers and civil society advocates working cooperatively for adoption of no-first-
use policies.  

List of activities during 2024-2025: 
1. NPT Prep Com, April/May 2025, New York 

a. Nuclear Risk Reduction Working Group Presentation to the NPT Plenary by John Hallam 
b. Nuclear risks and risk reduction side event 
c. Presentation of parliamentary appeal Turn Back the Doomsday Clock to the NPT 

plenary by Rabea Abouras MP 
 

2. Doomsday Clock call, January 2025, Geneva 
We made this call to the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva on January 29, following the 
Doomsday Clock announcement the previous in Washington DC the previous day.  
 

3. NPT Prep Com 2024, July/August 2024 Geneva 
a. Nuclear-risk reduction, no-first-use and the inadmissibility of the threat or use of 

nuclear weapons, presented to NPT plenary by Bill Kidd (written by John Hallam) 
b. Presentation of parliamentary appeal Turn Back the Doomsday Clock to the NPT 

plenary by Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer 
c. Turn Back the Doomsday Clock: Proposals and Parliamentary Actions for Nuclear Risk-

Reduction and Disarmament, side event organized in cooperation with PNND. 
d. 3D Nuke Missile action highlighting nuclear risks, public action at Place de Nations in 

front of the UN 
 

4. Common security, global governance and the nuclear threat, August 12 online 
We organized this event in cooperation with WFM-IGP to evaluate progress on nuclear risk 
reduction and disarmament proposals at the NPT and to promote these to the upcoming UN 
Summit of the Future.    
 

5. Other articles, newsletters and statements  
a. Parliamentarians and civil society representatives call on NPT parties to adopt no-first 

use policies, May 6, 2025 
b. NoFirstUse Global calls for action to ‘Turn Back the Doomsday Clock.’ January 29, 2025 

https://www.abolition2000.org/en/working-groups/nuclear-risk-reduction/
https://nofirstuse.global/
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/npt/prepcom25/statements/30April_Abolition2000.pdf
https://www.abolition2000.org/event/nuclear-risks-and-risk-reduction/
https://www.pnnd.org/article/build-common-security-reduce-nuclear-dangers-parliamentarians-urge-governments-united
https://nofirstuse.global/2025/01/29/nofirstuse-global-calls-for-action-to-turn-back-the-doomsday-clock/
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/npt/prepcom24/statements/23July_A2000_NFUG.pdf
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/npt/prepcom24/statements/23July_A2000_NFUG.pdf
https://www.pnnd.org/article/parliamentarians-call-npt-turn-back-doomsday-clock
https://www.abolition2000.org/event/turn-back-the-doomsday-clock-proposals-and-parliamentary-actions-for-nuclear-risk-reduction-and-disarmament/
https://www.abolition2000.org/event/turn-back-the-doomsday-clock-proposals-and-parliamentary-actions-for-nuclear-risk-reduction-and-disarmament/
https://www.abolition2000.org/event/3d-nuclear-missile-social-media-event-marking-the-33rd-anniversary-of-the-start-1-treaty/
https://wfm-igp.org/event/common-security-global-governance-and-the-nuclear-threat/
https://nofirstuse.global/2025/05/06/parliamentarians-and-civil-society-representatives-call-on-npt-parties-to-adopt-no-first-use-policies/
https://nofirstuse.global/2025/05/06/parliamentarians-and-civil-society-representatives-call-on-npt-parties-to-adopt-no-first-use-policies/
https://nofirstuse.global/2025/01/29/nofirstuse-global-calls-for-action-to-turn-back-the-doomsday-clock/


c. Closer to the brink than the world has ever been. Governments must prioritise nuclear 
risk reduction, abolition, John Hallam, Jan 29, 2025 

d. Negotiation not escalation please: A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be 
fought, Letter from John Hallam to leaders of the nuclear weapon states, Nov 23, 2024. 

e. Nuclear Risk Reduction, NoFirstUse and the UN Summit of the Future, Sep 22, 2024  
f. Letter to Xi Jin Ping and Joe Biden on No First Use of Nuclear Weapons, July 25, 2024 
g. The NPT: China's no-first-use proposal and the inadmissibility of nuclear threat or use, 

June 24, 2024 

Overview by John Hallam 
In 2025, I delivered a statement on nuclear risk reduction in which I suggested we had stepped back a 
hairsbreadth from the position in 2024 and 2023, even though the Doomsday Clock in fact advanced 
by a single second from 90 seconds to midnight to 89 seconds to midnight. 

In my capacity as Co-convenor of the Abolition 2000 Nuclear Risk Reduction Working Group and 
Committee Member of No First Use Global, I highlighted the increased risks of nuclear war and called 
on States Parties to the NPT to adopt no-first-use policies along with other measures to prevent 
nuclear war. 

I noted that:“Many analysts, myself included, point to explicit Russian nuclear threats, which were 
never made with the degree of explicitness of recent times during the cold war, as a major factor in the 
heightening of risk,” “Possibly the single most useful measure would be No First Use. Commonsense 
would indicate that if nobody uses nuclear weapons first, they will not get to be used.” 

I welcomed the fact that “Awareness of the nuclear-risk-reduction and disarmament benefits of No 
First Use has been gaining attention in multilateral forums including NPT Preparatory committee 
meetings,” and that “China has formally proposed a No First Use agreement by the NPT Nuclear 
Weapon States.” 

The Abolition 2000 2025 Statement to NPT Prepcom Plenary was signed on to by the following groups: 

People for Nuclear Disarmament (Sydney Australia) Human Survival Project (Sydney Australia) 
Abolition 2000 Nuclear Risk Reduction Working Group (Global) Basel Peace Office (Basel) PNND 
World Future Council (Lond.) Initiatives for Nuclear Disarmament (Paris) Youth Fusion (Prague) 

A stream of correspondence at times reaching hundreds of important people ranging from heads of 
state to policy advisers to diplomats to congresspeople and parliamentarians and other NGOs on 
matters related to the likelihood or otherwise of nuclear war, and the measures needed to prevent that 
unfortunate outcome. 

This correspondence is largely to be found on the website of People for Nuclear Disarmament at 
http://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints.html 

Much of this correspondence urges restraint, urges adoption of risk reduction measures, or simply 
urges governments who are making escalatory statements to moderate their language and choose 
negotiation rather than escalation. Much of it is done in the context of, or in response to, the Russia-
Ukraine war, and in particular in response to explicit Russian threats of actual nuclear weapons use. In 
addition, it is often repeated that 'the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is inadmissible' and 
'nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought'. 

https://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints/539-closer-to-the-brink-than-the-world-has-ever-been-ever.html
https://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints/537-negotiation-not-escalation-please.html
https://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints/537-negotiation-not-escalation-please.html
https://mailchi.mp/nofirstuse.global/nuclear-risk-reduction-no-first-use-and-the-un-summit-of-the-future
https://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints/531-letter-to-xi-jin-ping-and-joe-biden-on-no-first-use-of-nuclear-weapons.html
https://mailchi.mp/nofirstuse.global/the-npt-chinas-no-first-use-proposal-and-the-inadmissibility-of-nuclear-threat-or-use
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/npt/prepcom25/statements/30April_Abolition2000.pdf
https://reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Disarmament-fora/npt/prepcom25/statements/30April_Abolition2000.pdf
http://www.pndnsw.org.au/articles/flashpoints.html

